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America’s Children: Key National Indicators of Well-
Being, 2005

Federal Interagency Forum on Child and Family Statistics,
Washington, DC. 2005, 206p. See also rept. for 2004,
PB2004-106495. Order this product from NTIS by: phone
at 1-800-553-NTIS (U.S. customers); (703)605-6000
(other countries); fax at (703)605-6900; and email at
orders@ntis.gov. NTIS is located at 5285 Port Royal Road,
Springfield, VA, 22161, USA.

PB2005-110183WHP Price code: PC A11/MF A03

Americas Children: Key National Indicators of Well-Being,
2005 is a compendium of indicators drawn from the most
reliable  official  statistics illustrative of both the
promises and the difficulties confronting our Nations young
people. The report presents 25 key indicators on important
aspects of childrens lives. These indicators are easy to
understand by broad audiences, objectively based on
substantial research connecting them to reliable data on
child well-being, balanced so that no single area of
childrens lives dominates the report, measured regularly so
that they can be updated to show trends over time, and
representative of large segments of the population rather
than one particular group. As has been the case in previous
volumes, this report includes a Population and Family
Characteristics section that provides key contextual
measures, followed by sections that present key indicators in
four domains Economic Security, Health, Behavior and Social
Environment, and Education. This years report reflects
several significant improvements. First, the Forum staff has
focused on improvements in consistency of layout and format
across measures in the report. Second, a few data sources for
particular indicators have been changed to provide more
regularly updated data than in the past. And third, there are
three special features and a special section. Two of the
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special features percentage of children with asthma and
percentage of children with specified blood lead levels
update previous special features that were published several
years ago. The third special feature is parental reports of
childrens emotional and behavioral difficulties. This
indicator seeks to address a data gap mental health of
children noted in previous volumes of Americas Children.
Last, this report includes a special section on family
structure that highlights this important dimension in the
well-being of children.

Income, Poverty, and Health Insurance Coverage in the
United States: 2004

C. DeNavas-Walt, D. B. Proctor, and C. H. Lee.

Bureau of the Census, Washington, DC. Economics and
Statistics Administration. Aug 2005, 90p, P60-229.

Product reproduced from digital image. Order this product
from NTIS by: phone at 1-800-553-NTIS (U.S. customers);
(703)605-6000 (other countries); fax at (703)605-6900;
and email at orders@ntis.gov. NTIS is located at 5285 Port
Royal Road, Springfield, VA, 22161, USA.
PB2005-109976 WHP Price code: PC A06/MF AO1

This report presents data on income, poverty, and health
insurance coverage in the United States based on information
collected in the 2005 and earlier Annual Social and Economic
Supplements (ASEC) to the Current Population Survey (CPS)
conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau.

Occurrence of Organic Wastewater Contaminants,
Pharmaceuticals, and Personal Care Products in
Selected Water Supplies, Cape Code, Massachusetts,
June 2004

M. J. Zimmerman.

Geological Survey, Reston, VA. 2005, 24p, USGS-OFR-
2005-1206. Product reproduced from digital image. Order
this product from NTIS by: phone at 1-800-553-NTIS (U.S.
customers); (703)605-6000 (other countries); fax at
(703)605-6900; and email at orders@ntis.gov. NTIS is
located at 5285 Port Royal Road, Springfield, VA, 22161,
USA.

PB2005-109843WHP Price code: PC A0O3/MF A01

In June 2004, the U.S. Geological Survey, in cooperation
with the Barnstable County Department of Health and
Environment, sampled water from 14 wastewater sources and
drinking-water supplies on Cape Cod, Massachusetts, for the
presence of organic wastewater contaminants, pharmaceuticals,
and personal care products. The geographic distribution of
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General

sampling locations does not represent the distribution of
drinking-water supplies on Cape Cod. The environmental
presence of the analyte compounds is mostly unregulated; many
of the compounds are suspected of having adverse ecological
and human health effects. Of the 85 different organic analyte
compounds, 43 were detected, with 13 detected in low
concentrations (less than 1 microgram per liter) from
drinking-water supplies thought to be affected by wastewater
because of previously detected high nitrate concentrations.
(Phenol and d-limonene, detected in equipment blanks at
unacceptably high concentrations, are not included in counts
of detections in this report.) Compounds detected in the
drinking-water supplies included the solvent,
tetrachloroethylene; the analgesic, acetaminophen; the
antibiotic,  sulfamethoxazole; and the antidepressant,
carbamazapine. Nitrate nitrogen, an indicator of wastewater,
was detected in water supplies in concentrations ranging from
0.2 to 8.8 milligrams per liter.

Prescription Drugs: Price Trends for Frequently Used
Brand and Generic Drugs from 2000 through 2004
Government Accountability Office, Washington, DC. Aug
2005, 34p, GAO-05-779. Product reproduced from digital
image. Order this product from NTIS by: phone at 1-800-553-
NTIS (U.S. customers); (703)605-6000 (other countries);

fax at (703)605-6900; and email at orders@ntis.gov. NTIS

is located at 5285 Port Royal Road, Springfield, VA,

22161, USA.

PB2005-109996 WHP Price code: PC A04/MF AO1

Prescription drug spending has been the fastest growing
segment of national health expenditures. As the federal
government assumes greater financial responsibility for
prescription drug expenditures with the introduction of
Medicare part D, federal policymakers are increasingly
concerned about prescription drug prices. GAO was asked to
examine the change in retail prices and other pricing
benchmarks for drugs frequently used by Medicare
beneficiaries and other individuals with health insurance
from 2000 through 2004.

President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief. U.S.
Five-Year Global HIV/AIDS Strategy

Department of State, Washington, DC. 2004, 108p. Product
reproduced from digital image. Order this product from NTIS
by: phone at 1-800-553-NTIS (U.S. customers);
(703)605-6000 (other countries); fax at (703)605-6900;

and email at orders@ntis.gov. NTIS is located at 5285 Port
Royal Road, Springfield, VA, 22161, USA.
PB2005-109701WHP Price code: PC A07/MF A02

This is a comprehensive five-year global strategy for
President Bushs Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, as required
by Section 101 of P.L. 108-25, The United States
Leadership Against HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria Act
of 2003. It is presented by the US Global AIDS Coordinator.

Qualitative Methods in Health Research: Opportunities
and Considerations in Application and Review

National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, MD. 2005, 28p.
Product reproduced from digital image. Order this product
from NTIS by: phone at 1-800-553-NTIS (U.S. customers);
(703)605-6000 (other countries); fax at (703)605-6900;
and email at orders@ntis.gov. NTIS is located at 5285 Port
Royal Road, Springfield, VA, 22161, USA.
PB2005-109208WHP Price code: PC A03/MF A01

The Office of Behavioral and Social Sciences Research

sponsored a workshop on September 30 and October 1, 1999,
entitted  Qualitative  Methods in  Health  Research:
Opportunities and Considerations in Application and Review.
The workshop was organized by the National Institutes of
Healths (NIH) Culture and Qualitative Research Interest
Group1 and was supported by the National Institute of Mental
Health and the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and
Alcoholism. The workshop brought together 12 researchers who
served on NIH review committees or had been successful in
obtaining funding from NIH. This document, a product of the
NIH Culture and Qualitative Research Interest Group, is based
on discussions and written comments from the expert working
group. The purpose of this document is to assist
investigators  using qualitative methods in submitting
competitive applications for support from NIH. The document
is not intended to be comprehensive, but rather, to assist
applicants in thinking about qualitative research issues to
be addressed when applying for NIH funding. While the
perspective is on qualitative research, many of the general
issues discussed apply to both qualitative and quantitative
methodologies.

Reaching Mothers Saving Children Building Healthy
Families: The President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS
Relief. Annual Report on Prevention of Mother-To-Child
Transmission of the HIV Infection, June 2004
Department of State, Washington, DC. Jun 2004, 34p.
Product reproduced from digital image. Order this product
from NTIS by: phone at 1-800-553-NTIS (U.S. customers);
(703)605-6000 (other countries); fax at (703)605-6900;
and email at orders@ntis.gov. NTIS is located at 5285 Port
Royal Road, Springfield, VA, 22161, USA.
PB2005-109702WHP Price code: PC A04/MF AO1

Since the launch of President George W. Bushs International
Mother and Child HIV Prevention Initiative in 2002, the
United States Government has focused significant resources on
reaching HIV-positive, pregnant women with short-term
antiretroviral (ARV) prophylaxis to prevent the transmission
of HIV to their babies during delivery and in early infancy.
The Initiative targeted fourteen countries in Africa and the
Caribbean , and the Caribbean region, committing $500 million
over five years. The Presidents Initiative is focused on two
areas: Increasing the availability of HIV preventive care,
including ARV prophylaxis and treatment, for pregnant women;
and Strengthening healthcare delivery systems to meet the
needs of as many pregnant women as possible.

Revolutionizing Health Care Through Information
Technology

President’s Information Technology Advisory Committee,
Washington, DC. Jun 2004, 64p. Product reproduced from
digital image. Order this product from NTIS by: phone at 1-
800-553-NTIS (U.S. customers); (703)605-6000 (other
countries); fax at (703)605-6900; and email at
orders@ntis.gov. NTIS is located at 5285 Port Royal Road,
Springfield, VA, 22161, USA.

PB2005-109861WHP Price code: PC A05/MF A01

The U.S. health care system is acknowledged to be the world’s
most advanced scientifically and technologically. But amid
multimilliondollar ~ diagnostic instruments, highly trained
caregivers, and a vast facilities infrastructure, the most
fundamental and pervasive basis on which Americans receive
health care is the handwritten notation. Such notations not
only form the record of a patient's interactions with a
health care professional but also serve as the instructions
for treatment, from prescriptions taken to a pharmacy to pre-
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operative and post-operative surgical procedures. The paper-
based techniques for record-keeping served caregivers and
their patients well in earlier eras, when most people had a
single physician over many years and much of their medical
history resided in that physician’s memory. In the modern
era, however, the enormous complexity and sophistication of
medical practice involving multiple care providers, the
geographic mobility of citizens, and the critical requirement
for adequate patient information in medical decision making
have stressed the traditional modes to the breaking point.
Indicators of distress in the health care delivery system
have been visible for some time.

Agency Administrative & Financial
Management

CARES Commission: Capital Asset Realignment for
Enhanced Services

Department of Veterans Affairs, Washington, DC. Feb 2004,
624p. Order this product from NTIS by: phone at 1-800-
553-NTIS (U.S. customers); (703)605-6000 (other
countries); fax at (703)605-6900; and email at
orders@ntis.gov. NTIS is located at 5285 Port Royal Road,
Springfield, VA, 22161, USA.

PB2005-110426 WHP Price code: PC A99

The Capital Asset Realignment for Enhanced Services
(CARES) Commission is pleased to submit its report to the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs. This report culminates a year
of intensive review of the Department of Veterans Affairs
(VA) plans to realign its infrastructure in order to enhance
access to health care services for our nation’s veterans.
This review included 81 site visits to VA and Department of
Defense (DoD) medical facilities and State Veterans Homes, 38
public hearings, 10 public meetings, and analysis of more
than212,000 comments received from veterans and stakeholders
nationwide. The 16 Commissioners unanimously agree that the
CARES process advances VA'’s efforts to provide quality health
care for the veterans it serves. This report contains the
Commission’s perspective both on the major issues facing the
health care system as a whole and on Veterans Integrated
Service Network (VISN)-specific initiatives proposed as part
of the Draft National CARES Plan (DNCP). In its Charter 2,
the Commission was charged with providing an objective,
external perspective to the CARES planning process. The
Commission was asked to provide specific impartial and
equitable recommendations for the realignment and allocation
of capital assets to meet the demand for veteran health care
services over the next 20 years.

Recommendations for a New Allocation System for 101
Funds

Health Economics Resource Center, Menlo Park, CA. 31 Oct
2002, 42p.

PB2005-109608WHP Price code: PC A04

For complete citation see Health-Related Costs
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Advance Data from Vital and Health Statistics, Number
328. National Ambulatory Medical Care Survey: 2000
Summary

D. K. Cherry, and D. A. Woodwell.

National Center for Health Statistics, Hyattsville, MD. Div.

of Health Care Statistics. Jun 2002, 36p. See also
PB2004-500117. Order this product from NTIS by: phone
at 1-800-553-NTIS (U.S. customers); (703)605-6000
(other countries); fax at (703)605-6900; and email at
orders@ntis.gov. NTIS is located at 5285 Port Royal Road,
Springfield, VA, 22161, USA.

PB2005-110763WHP Price code: PC A04

This report describes ambulatory care visits made to
physician offices within the United States. Statistics are
presented on selected characteristics of the physicians
practice, the patient, and the visit. Highlights of trends in
physician office visit utilization from 1997 through 2000 are
also presented.

Assessing Health Care Quality for Minority and Other
Disparity Populations

K. Fiscella.

Rochester Univ., NY. May 2003, 164p, AHRQ-PUB-03-
0047-EF. Sponsored by Agency for Healthcare Research and
Quality, Rockville, MD. Product reproduced from digital
image. Order this product from NTIS by: phone at 1-800-553-
NTIS (U.S. customers); (703)605-6000 (other countries);

fax at (703)605-6900; and email at orders@ntis.gov. NTIS

is located at 5285 Port Royal Road, Springfield, VA,

22161, USA.

PB2005-109671WHP Price code: PC A09/MF A02

Considerable progress has been made over the past decade in
the provision of quality health care. However, health care
quality is not equitably distributed throughout the general
population. Health care consumers who are members of certain
groups, termed ‘disparity populations,” frequently confront
disparities in health care quality relative to the general
population. Members of these disparity populations include
racial and ethnic minorities, low-income persons, children,
women, the elderly, rural and urban residents, persons with
disabilities and chronic illness, and persons near the end of
life. In order to ensure the quality of care for members of
these groups, quality measures relevant and/or specific to
these populations are needed. This report describes the state-
of-the-art quality measurements for disparity populations,
identifies gaps in existing measures, and highlights critical
areas for future research.

Dietary Intake and Health Outcomes

G. Colditz.

Harvard School of Public Health, Boston, MA. May 2005,
314p, ERS-CRR-6. Sponsored by Economic Research
Service, Washington, DC. Food Assistance and Nutrition
Research Program. Product reproduced from digital image.
Order this product from NTIS by: phone at 1-800-553-NTIS
(U.S. customers); (703)605-6000 (other countries); fax at
(703)605-6900; and email at orders@ntis.gov. NTIS is
located at 5285 Port Royal Road, Springfield, VA, 22161,
USA.

PB2005-110765WHP Price code: PC A15/MF A03

The Harvard Service Food Frequency Questionnaire (HSFFQ)
has been used in the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program
for Women, Infants and Children (WIC) in North Dakota,
Missouri, and Massachusetts. This project collaborated with
those States to improve HSFFQ output to better facilitate
nutrition education, food package decisions, and referrals;
to design, implement, and evaluate the use of aggregate
nutrition data for local and State practices and policy
decisions; and to use prospective data to examine the
relationships between diet and childhood obesity. The project
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developed a standardized version of the HSFFQ to make
collecting and compiling aggregate data easier and to make
data reports more useful. The project demonstrated that
aggregating nutrition data at the State level is feasible.
The calibration studies uncovered the need for further
analyses to explain the performance of the tool in the diet
assessment of low-income Hispanic and African-American
children. Prospective analysis of the influence of diet on
overweight in low-income preschool children, while
inconclusive, demonstrated the ability to use aggregate
nutrition data to explore important epidemiological
hypotheses.

Guide to Inpatient Quality Indicators: Quality of Care

in Hospitals. Volume, Mortality, and Utilization.
(Revision 4, December 22, 2004)

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, Rockville, MD.
2004, 188p, AHRQ-PUB-02-R0O204. Product reproduced
from digital image. Order this product from NTIS by: phone at
1-800-553-NTIS (U.S. customers); (703)605-6000 (other
countries); fax at (703)605-6900; and email at
orders@ntis.gov. NTIS is located at 5285 Port Royal Road,
Springfield, VA, 22161, USA.

PB2005-109676 WHP Price code: PC A10/MF A02

In health care as in other arenas, that which cannot be
measured is difficult to improve. Providers, consumers,
policy makers, and others seeking to improve the quality of
health care need accessible, reliable indicators of quality
that they can use to flag potential problems or successes;
follow trends over time; and identify disparities across
regions, communities, and providers. The Agency for
Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) Quality Indicators
(Qls) are one Agency response to this need for
multidimensional, accessible quality indicators. They include
a family of measures that providers, policy makers, and
researchers can use with inpatient data to identify apparent
variations in the quality of inpatient or outpatient care.
AHRQ’s Evidence-Based Practice Center (EPC) at the
University of California San Francisco (UCSF) and Stanford
University adapted, expanded, and refined these indicators
based on the original Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project
(HCUP) Quality Indicators developed in the early 1990s. The
AHRQ Qls are organized into three modules: Prevention Quality
Indicators, Inpatient Quality Indicators, and Patient Safety
Indicators. This report focuses on health care provided
within the inpatient hospital setting. The Inpatient Quality
Indicators include three distinct types of measures. Volume
measures examine the volume of inpatient procedures for which
alink has been demonstrated between the number of procedures
performed and outcomes such as mortality. In-hospital
mortality measures examine outcomes following procedures and
for common medical conditions. Utilization examines
procedures for which questions have been raised about
overuse, underuse, and misuse.

International Health Data Reference Guide, 2003
National Center for Health Statistics, Hyattsville, MD. Sep
2005, 174p, DHHS-PUB-2005-1007. See also PB2003-
106792. Order this product from NTIS by: phone at 1-800-
553-NTIS (U.S. customers); (703)605-6000 (other
countries); fax at (703)605-6900; and email at
orders@ntis.gov. NTIS is located at 5285 Port Royal Road,
Springfield, VA, 22161, USA.

PB2005-110772WHP Price code: PC A09

This 11th edition of the International Health Data Reference
Guide provides information collected in 2003 on the

availability of selected national vital, hospital, health
personnel resources, and population-based health survey
statistics. Information for the 40 nations included in this
guide was obtained from the government and official agencies
that are listed in the guide for further reference. The main
purpose of the guide is to provide information not readily
available in published form. It is not designed to provide
information on the availability of measures such as crude
birth and death rates or life expectancy at birth. A
secondary purpose is to support the World Health
Organizations goal of developing a common basis for
international data comparison. The reader should carefully
note the listed qualifications in the footnotes concerning
the availability of data in several countries. The user of
this guide is encouraged to contact the listed government and
official agencies to obtain specific data.

Knowledge and Access to Information on Recruitment of
Underrepresented Populations to Cancer Clinical

Trials. Evidence Report/Technology Assessment No. 122
J. G. Ford, M. W. Howerton, S. Bolen, J. Tilburt, T. L.

Gary, and G. Y. Lai.

Johns Hopkins Univ., Baltimore, MD. Johns Hopkins Evidence-
Based Practice Center. Jun 2005, 234p, AHRQ-05-

E01902. Sponsored by Agency for Healthcare Research and
Quality, Rockville, MD. Product reproduced from digital
image. Order this product from NTIS by: phone at 1-800-553-
NTIS (U.S. customers); (703)605-6000 (other countries);

fax at (703)605-6900; and email at orders@ntis.gov. NTIS

is located at 5285 Port Royal Road, Springfield, VA,

22161, USA.

PB2005-109462WHP Price code: PC A12/MF A03

This report reviews evidence on the recruitment of
underrepresented populations into cancer clinical trials. The
authors examined methods wused to study recruitment
strategies, their efficacy and/or effectiveness, documented
barriers to and promoters of participation in clinical
trials, and the effects of the attitudes and perceptions of
health care providers. The authors found that there is a need
for greater consistency in the reporting of target population
characteristics, and that success in recruitment of
underrepresented populations is defined primarily by the goal
of each study. There is little evidence in support of
specific interventions to improve recruitment to cancer
clinical trials and participation in trials varies by
sociodemographic factors.

National Healthcare Disparities Report, July 2003
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, Rockville, MD.
Jul 2003, 228p. See also report for 2004, PB2005-

109611. Product reproduced from digital image. Order this
product from NTIS by: phone at 1-800-553-NTIS (U.S.
customers); (703)605-6000 (other countries); fax at
(703)605-6900; and email at orders@ntis.gov. NTIS is
located at 5285 Port Royal Road, Springfield, VA, 22161,
USA.

PB2005-109669WHP Price code: PC A12/MF A03

This historic report, the first annual report on healthcare
disparities, is intended to provide a balanced summary of the
state of disparites in the United States. It will
demonstrate that disparities exist for many Americans and
improvement is possible. Rather than offer a series of
snapshots of disparities from individual research studies,
this report provides a comprehensive view of the scope and
characteristics of differences in health care quality and
access associated with patient race, ethnicity, income,
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education, and place of residence. To date, no report has
provided extensive cross-group comparisons that could provide
a national roadmap to focused efforts to reduce disparities.
Demographic trends indicate that the number of Americans who
are vulnerable to suffering the effects of heath care
disparities will rise over the next half century. Current
data show that some ethnic minorities, as well as low-income
families of whatever race or ethnicity, tend to be in poorer
health than other Americans. ‘The evidence of the damaging
health consequences of racial and ethnic disparities in
health care continues to be overwhelming’ says John W. Rowe,
M.D., Chairman, President and CEO of Aetna 2 Gaps in income
between the richest and poorest households in America are
also widening. Additionally, some racial and ethnic
minorities are growing at a much more rapid pace than the
majority white population. Nearly 1 in 2 Americans will be a
member of a racial or ethnic minority-i.e., black, Hispanic,
Asian, or American Indian-by the year 2050. Clearly, these
trends pose a daunting challenge for policymakers and the
health care system.

National Vital Statistics Reports, Volume 53, Number
1. Births, Marriages, Divorces, and Deaths:
Provisional Data for January 2005

National Center for Health Statistics, Hyattsville, MD.
National Vital Statistics System. 24 Aug 2005, 10p. See
also PB2005-102431. Product reproduced from digital
image. Order this product from NTIS by: phone at 1-800-553-
NTIS (U.S. customers); (703)605-6000 (other countries);
fax at (703)605-6900; and email at orders@ntis.gov. NTIS
is located at 5285 Port Royal Road, Springfield, VA,
22161, USA.

PB2005-110779WHP Price code: PC A02/MF A01

Data shown here are provisional and include only events
occurring within the United States (50 States and the
District of Columbia). The provisional information in this
report is based on a combination of counts of events (some of
which may not have occurred in the specified month of this
report) and registered vital events. Although monthly
provisional data may be updated during the course of a data
year, once the provisional data year has ended, updates
cease. Thus, provisional data for a given year may not
accurately reflect the final number of events registered.

National Vital Statistics Reports, Volume 53, Number
3. Births, Marriages, Divorces, and Deaths:
Provisional Data for February 2005

National Center for Health Statistics, Hyattsville, MD.
National Vital Statistics System. 13 Sep 2005, 10p. See
also PB2005-110779. Product reproduced from digital
image. Order this product from NTIS by: phone at 1-800-553-
NTIS (U.S. customers); (703)605-6000 (other countries);
fax at (703)605-6900; and email at orders@ntis.gov. NTIS
is located at 5285 Port Royal Road, Springfield, VA,
22161, USA.

PB2005-110781WHP Price code: PC A02/MF A01

Data shown here are provisional and include only events
occurring within the United States (50 States and the
District of Columbia). The provisional information in this
report is based on a combination of counts of events (some of
which may not have occurred in the specified month of this
report) and registered vital events. Although monthly
provisional data may be updated during the course of a data
year, once the provisional data year has ended, updates
cease. Thus, provisional data for a given year may not
accurately reflect the final number of events registered.
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——Proceedings, Symposia, Etc.
20th Convegno Annuale. European Working Group for
Legionella Infections. Istituto Superiore di Sanita.
Roma 16-17 Maggio 2005. Riassunti. (20th Annual
Meeting. European Working Group for Legionella
Infections. Istituto Superiore di Sanita. Rome, May 16-
17, 2005. Abstract Book)

G. Mandarino.

Istituto Superiore di Sanita, Roma (Italy). c2005, 98p,
ISTISAN-C-05/C2. Product reproduced from digital image.
Order this product from NTIS by: phone at 1-800-553-NTIS
(U.S. customers); (703)605-6000 (other countries); fax at
(703)605-6900; and email at orders@ntis.gov. NTIS is
located at 5285 Port Royal Road, Springfield, VA, 22161,
USA.

PB2005-109540WHP Price code: PC A06/MF A02

The European Working Group for Legionella Infections (EWGLI)
was established in 1986. Members are scientists interested in
improving knowledge and information on the clinical and
environmental aspects of Legionnaires’ disease through its
diagnosis, management and treatment. In 1987, the Group
established a surveillance scheme (EWGLINET) for the
detection of the cases in people who traveled and stayed in
hotels and resorts. EWGLI aims are rapid identification of
the outbreaks and investigations into the source(s) to
prevent further cases and increasingly protect European
citizens.  Collaborators are  national or  regional
representatives from the public health and microbiology
institutes, appointed by their Ministry of Health. There are
currently 36 countries in EWGLINET (17 EU and 19 non
EU). EWGLI activities and updatings on the pathogenesis,
diagnosis and epidemiology of Legionella infections are
presented in an annual workshop hosted every year by one of
the 36 countries participating in the scheme.

Comparison between DSS National Data Extracts and
HERC Average Costs: Aggregate and Person-Level
Costs, FY2001

Health Economics Resource Center, Menlo Park, CA. May
2004, 28p.

PB2005-109624WHP Price code: PC A0O3/MF A01

For complete citation see Health-Related Costs

Comparison for Inpatient Costs from the HERC and DSS
National Data Extract Datasets

Health Economics Resource Center, Menlo Park, CA. 26 Jan
2004, 38p.

PB2005-109620WHP Price code: PC A04/MF A01

For complete citation see Health-Related Costs

Comparison of the National VA Outpatient Database to
Electronic Medical Records

L. Ayyangar, J. Trafton, and P. G. Barnett.

Health Economics Resource Center, Menlo Park, CA. 26 Aug
2003, 12p. Product reproduced from digital image. Order
this product from NTIS by: phone at 1-800-553-NTIS (U.S.
customers); (703)605-6000 (other countries); fax at
(703)605-6900; and email at orders@ntis.gov. NTIS is
located at 5285 Port Royal Road, Springfield, VA, 22161,
USA.

PB2005-109616WHP Price code: PC A03/MF A01

This technical report compares two sources of information on
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ambulatory care provided by the U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA). We compared the VA electronic medical record to
the VA national outpatient utilization database. We wished to
validate data to be used in the economic component of the
Multisite Opioid Substitution Treatment (MOST) study. The
MOST study is evaluating the effect of adherence to clinical
practice guidelines on the cost and outcomes of patients
being treated for opiate dependence at seven sites. We looked
at a random sample of ambulatory care data for a small sample
of patients. We compared the VA medical record, VISTA, to the
outpatient events file, a SAS extract of the National Patient
Care Database (NPCD).

Dialysis Treatment Use and Costs Reported in VA
Administrative Databases

Health Economics Resource Center, Menlo Park, CA. Mar
2005, 42p.

PB2005-109621WHP Price code: PC A04/MF AO1

For complete citation see Health-Related Costs

Dynamical Epidemic Suppression Using Stochastic
Prediction and Control

I. B. Schwartz, L. Billings, and E. M. Bollt.

Naval Research Lab., Washington, DC. Plasma Physics Div.
28 Oct 2004, 18p. Pub. in Physical Review E, v70

n046220 p1-7, 2004. Prepared in collaboration with
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University, Potsdam, NY. Sponsored in part by the Office of
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We consider the effects of noise on a model of epidemic
outbreaks, where the outbreaks appear randomly. Using a
constructive  transition approach that predicts large
outbreaks prior to their occurrence, we derive an adaptive
control scheme that prevents large outbreaks from occurring.
The theory is applicable to a wide range of stochastic
processes with underlying deterministic structure.
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This workshop is an annual meeting where emerging problems on
Congenital Hypothyroidism (CH), one of the most frequent
endocrine diseases in childhood, are presented and discussed.
The main topics of the workshop are represented by iodine
deficiency effects on CH incidence, auxological and
neuropsychological follow-up of CH infants and genetic and
molecular studies iodine deficiency effectss of the ltalian
National Register for Congenital Hypothyroidism and the
analysis of temporal trend of CH incidence in ltaly are also
discussed. The endocrinologists and pediatricians responsible
for the Italian Screening and Follow-up Centers take part in
a Round Table on emerging problems regarding diagnosis,
treatment and follow-up of CH. Congenital hypothyroidism.
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Housing discrimination against persons with disabilities has
become an increasingly important issue in fair housing
enforcement. Since 1988, when disability was added to the
Fair Housing Act as an llegal basis for housing
discrimination, the percentage of complaints filed with the
United States Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) alleging disability discrimination has steadily risen.
Since 1993, complaints alleging disability discrimination
have been the most or second most common type of fair housing
complaint received by HUD. Although the percentage of fair
housing complaints based on disability is increasing, only
slightly more than half of Americans know that it is illegal
for landlords to refuse to make reasonable accommodation for
persons with disabiliies or to permit reasonable
modification to a housing unit. A number of fair housing and
disability rights organizations have address